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ing the cause of liberty so well against a perpetual dictator,1
The Whigs are unwilling to be distanced this way, and there*
fore design a present to the same Cato very speedily; in the
mean time they^ are getting ready as good a sentence as the
former on their side: so betwixt them it is probable that
Cato (as Dr. Grarth expressed it) may have something to live
upon after he dies."

THAT CA^KEU'D BOLi^aBBOKE.

"WHEff Addison spoke of the Secretary of State at that
time, he always called him, in the language of Shakspeare,
"That canker'd Bolingbroke:" notwithstanding this, Addi-
son assured Pope he did not bring his tragedy on the stage
with any party views; nay, desired Pope to carry the piece
to the Lords Oxford and Bolingbroke for their perusal. The
play, however, was always considered as a warning to the
people, that liberty was in danger during that Tory ministry.

COLLET GIBBER'S ACCOUNT OP CATO.

"FitOM this time to the year 1712," says Gibber, "my
memory has nothing worth mentioning, till the first acting
of the tragedy of Cato. As its success was attended with
remarkable consequences, it may not be amiss to trace it,
from its several years' concealment in the closet, to the stage.

" In 1703, nine years before it was acted, I had the plea-
sure of reading the four first acts (which was all of it then
written) privately with Sir Richard Steele: it may be need-
less to say, it was impossible to lay them out of my hand till
I had gone through them; or to dwell upon the delight his
friendship to the author received, upon my being so warmly
pleased by them. But my satisfaction was as highly disap-
pointed when he told me, whatever spirit Mr. Addison had
shown in his writing it, he doubted he would never have
courage enough to let his Cato stand the censure cf an Eng-
lish audience; that it had only been the amusement of his
leisure hours in Italy, and was never intended for the stage.
This poetical diffidence Sir Bichard spoke of with some con-
cern, and in the transport of his imagination could not help

1 Pope says, this was A pungent allusion to the attempt which Marl-
borough made, not long before his fall, to obtain a patent creating liim
Captain-general for life.